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Early Days of Education in the Village 
A school was first 

provided in Gresham 

by the National Society 

for Promoting Religious 

Education, an 

organisation that was 

founded in 1811 to 

educate England's 

poor. The school was 

in operation by 1816, 

when the Society’s 

Annual Report noted 

that it was open three 

days a week and was 

attended by 10 boys 

and 10 girls. It is not 

known where in the 

village the school was 

located, but the church 

is a possibility. 

Later, in 1856, a 

purpose-built Parish 

(Parochial) School 

building was erected 

under the direction of 

builder and architect 

John Joseph Darken of 

Holt and remained in 

use until 1898. The 

National Society 

granted £5 in Oct 1858 

towards the 

enlargement of the 

school and later, in 

January 1866, £3 for 

books and slates. 

The first Schoolmaster, 

George Chandler, who was in his early twenties and inexperienced, was unprepared for the amount of 

absenteeism and sickness among the pupils when he arrived in 1874. 

The average weekly wage of a non-specialist Agricultural Labourer (Ag Lab) at this period was around 11 

shillings a week. School fees. Each child was expected to bring fees of 2d. to school with them on the first 

morning of each week, unless exempted by the Board on grounds of poverty. There are numerous cases of 
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children being kept at home, or being sent home from school, if the fees could not be paid4. This persisted 

until fees were abolished by the 1891 Elementary Education Act. 

Gotts entries extracted  
1874 

March 4th - Children rather late this morning, the reason being no bell was rung. Ruth Lowder and Henry Wall 

still absent from school on account of illness. James Albert Gotts being absent this week on afternoons, I 

enquired the reason & found that his mother took him out with her in the field to work 

May 14th - James Albert Gotts (2798 #009), John H. Gotts (2799)  and Anna M. Gotts (2800) are absent 

from school this afternoon. Supposed reason of their absence is a complaint made by me to their mother of 

the dirty filthy state in which she sends them to school. Kept the children in this afternoon until 10 minutes to 5 

for bad behaviour. Ascension Day, but the children kept at school all day. 

May 20th - School thin this week, at present the cause I am unable to explain. The school visited this morning 

by the Revd. A.D. Spurgin and a friend. The three Gotts’s still absent from school. Revd. A.D. Spurgin and a 

party of ladies visited the school this afternoon, when the boys were put through their drill exercises. 

May 22nd - Anne Maria Gotts sent home on Wednesday ill. She has been absent since. Dismissed the 

children at 4.30. 

June 1st - The three children named Gotts returned to school this morning. 

June 10th - The school was inspected today by Her Majesty’s Inspector. The number present in the morning 

were 74, in the afternoon 73. The following children were absent: 

Anna Maria Gotts - ill. James Painter ) Thomas Painter ) Through the fever being at their homes. John 

Cooper ) Charles Cooper ) Henry Flogdell. No reason. Alfred Larwood ) Willm. Ayton ) Illness in the house. 

Sarah Ann Starling ) Alice Starling ) John Wright, no reason except that he had got a day or two’s work. 

June 22nd - School is very thinly attended this morning that it was closed in the afternoon. This is owing to a 

fair which is being held at Aldborough this week. It is attended by a large number of persons who look upon 

the first three days of this week as a general holiday. 

June 24th - Midsummer Day. There was no school yesterday as the children had a holiday given them on 

account of the Examination Day. I opened school this morning with sixteen or seventeen. I suppose they have 

not got over the fair yet. 

Nov 16th - Anne Maria Gotts, Lower Gresham, sent home this afternoon for coming in at 2.20. 

Dec 17th - Sent notes to the following parents calling their attention to the irregular attendance of their 

children.: Mr. Crowe Lower Gresham, Mr. Deniss Sustead, Mr. Gotts Gresham, Mr. Gotts Lower Gresham, 

Mr. Farrow East Beckham, Mr. Farrow Ditto, Mr. Attle Gresham, Mr. Green Bessingham, Mr. Smith Lower 

Gresham 

1875 

Feb 24th - Punished the above boys today for playing truant yesterday by keeping them in the time. Received 

a visit yesterday from the mother of Anne Maria Gotts, complaining of me that I caned Anne Maria last 

Wednesday 17th for coming late and then sent her home. The child made up this tale as she did not come to 

school after Monday. She has on more than one occasion been home during school time and told her mother 

that I sent her home for coming in late, when at such times she did not come near the school. 

Refused leave of absence to James A. Gotts yesterday to go gathering sticks in the afternoon. He 

subsequently came to school late. 



Punished Anne M. Gotts today by keeping her in till 12.30, she having come to school with her home lessons 

not learnt & cleaned off her slate. She says her mother told her to do so as she was not to learn them. Willm. 

Parsons absent today. 

Mar 23rd - Sent home James A. Gotts this afternoon for coming in at 2.35. 

Mar 25th - Nathaniel Gotts (1546 #009) has been absent three days this week to go to work. He is at work 

for Mr. G. Bird, Barningham; he is breaking the Act as he has not made the attendances reqd. by the Act. 

Dismissed the School this afternoon for the Easter Holidays. 

[[The Agricultural Children Act, passed by Parliament in 1873, prohibited the agricultural employment of 

children under the age of eight and also provided for the education of children involved in farm labour. As part 

of this, the Act stated that children could not be employed in agricultural work without parental confirmation 

that they had attended school a number of times in the preceding twelve months, specifically 250 times for 

children aged eight to ten and 150 times for individuals over the age of ten. Ultimately, the Act was ineffective, 

and its provisions were replaced by those of the 1876 and 1880 Education Acts.]] 

Apr 21st - Sent Notices to Mrs. Hoes Sustead, Mr. Gotts Gresham & Mrs. Attle Gresham, calling their 

attention to the irregular attendance of their children. 

June 1st - Sent yesterday for Minnie E. (2801) Gotts’s age yesterday & the answer I received was Five years 

last Christmas fortnight.  [[We have her birth in the civil index as Dec 1871 and baptism in 1875, making her 

4!]] 

July 13th - All the 2nd Class came without their home lessons this morning. Punished them by keeping them 

in to write them out. Sent notices to the parents of the following children, calling their attention to the irregular 

attendance of their children: Martha Smith Lower Gresham, John Smith " Headley Sharpen ", Sarah Annison 

North Barningham, Benj. Annison,  Ann Farrow East Beckham, Maria Thompson Gresham, Nath: Gotts  

Sept 28th - Sent notices to the parents of the following children, calling attention to the irregular attendance. 

Benj. Annison North Barningham, Gertrude Wright Gresham, John H. Gotts Gresham, James A. Gotts do., 

Anne M. Gotts do., Alice Starling Bessingham, Sarah A. Starling do., Emily Cooper Gresham 

Sept 29th - Received several of the notices back this morning giving various excuses. 

Oct 22nd - Very thin attendance this week owing to the wet weather. Average attendance 40.4. Kept the girls 

in this afternoon for bad behaviour at needlework. Thomas Painter still absent through illness. Commenced 

having fires on Thursday as it was very cold and wet. Punished John W. Gotts (1647 bro of Nathaniel) for 

dirtying the walls of the Boys’ Water Closet by knocking his wet dirty cap on the walls. 

Nov 24th - Mrs Gotts has kept her children at home for some time. I think I have offended her for punishing 

one of her children for telling me a lie. 

Nov 29th - A thin school this morning, but better this afternoon. Two of Mrs. Gotts’ children came back this 

morning. Gave fresh pencils today. 

Dec 13th - The school is attended better today: it was visited by J.T. Mott Esqr., D. Spurrell Esqr., Revd. A.D. 

Spurgin and Mr. S. Pyke, members of the Board, after which the usual Monthly Meeting was held. John & 

Lewis Emery readmitted this morning, also James A. Gotts. 

1876 No Gotts named 

[[Every person who takes into his employment a child of the age of ten and under the age of thirteen years, 

resident in a school district, before that child has obtained a certificate of having reached the standard of 

education fixed by a byelaw in force in the district for the total or partial exemption of children of the like age 



from the obligation to attend school, shall be deemed to take such child into his employment in contravention 

of the Elementary Education Act, 1876, and shall be liable to a penalty accordingly.]] 

1877 

Feb 20th - I have made up my mind to try and manage the school without Corporal Punishment from this date, 

& have therefore banished my cane from the room. <then crossed out> 

Mar 6th - Punished Willm. Ayton by giving him a stroke or two on the back for carelessness & inattention at 

Arithmetic. After giving him a considerable time to learn his shillings table I asked him "how many shillings 

there were in a £" & he gave me as an answer twelve, then ten & at last 4. I tried to get a correct answer from 

him but failed. I then used the cane. 

Apr 16th - The school was better attended this morning. The following children were absent through illness. 

Rachel Field Selina Thaxter Joanna Gotts (2792)  S.A. Starling Emma Starling Harriet Cooper 

June 13th - I have had several children away this week & last with the mumps. It had left the village some time 

ago, but has since made its reappearance. J.A. Gotts & W. Greenacre have left the school this week & gone 

to work, they having made their 150 attendances. Robert Bishop has also left & gone to work. 

1878 no Gotts named 

1879 

June 11th - Gotts family and Edith Stibbons away not well. 

Nov 18th - John H. Gotts absent from school for several days, Rat catching for Wright. 

Nov 24th - John H. Gotts absent from school again with Wright rat catching. 

1880 

Jan 8th - John H. Gotts away from school today rat catching again. 

Mar 24th - John Henry Gotts away from school, illegally employed by Chapman. 

Apr 7th - John Henry Gotts still away from School at work. His sister might also be at school. 

Apr 26th - School visited by Revd. A.D. Spurgin. Anna Maria Gotts came again this morning. 

May 5th - John Henry Gotts at work for Chapman again. 

May 18th - Attendance of many children very unsatisfactory. From 13 to 20 of the number present at all 

regularly away. Some of them being employed under age, especially R. Wall, J.H. Gotts, R. Massingham. 

Considering the very fine weather, the attendance is not as it should be. 

Had to caution several children about bringing pea-shells to school and making pigs of themselves by eating 

the same during school time, this being a favourite habit of theirs at this time of the year, the result being a 

disagreeable smell in the room. I had again to remind Margaret Chapman that she owes a week's school-

money, her mother having neglected to procure it from the relieving officer at the proper time. The relieving 

officer refuses to pay it, as his books are closed and his account made up. 

Aug 3rd - The attendance of John Henry Gotts has been bad again lately. He is at the present time turnip-

picking. The attendance throughout the whole of his school career being moderate. He is now in the II 

Standard at the age of 12. 



Oct 26th - The School has been ordered to be closed by Dr. Barton, the Medical Officer of the district, on 

account of an outbreak of Scarlet fever. 

1881 

Feb 15th - J.H. Gotts again at work for T. Sands. Very fair attendance. Admitted Henry Annerson on Monday. 

<Norfolk Annals. "Winter set in with great severity, and upwards of six inches of snow fell. The frost was 

intense. The Yare was frozen over and navigation stopped, and on the 18th an extraordinary snowstorm and 

gale occurred. The thermometer registered 32 degrees of frost, and the wind, which during the preceding 

night had veered to the east, suddenly assumed the strength of a hurricane, which raged for nearly twenty-

four hours. Little snow fell until about five o’clock in the afternoon, when the clouds discharged themselves 

with a virulence almost unprecedented. From six to eight inches of snow fell in a few hours, and in places 

there were drifts ten feet in depth. The mail train from Norwich to Yarmouth—four hours late—ran into a drift 

near Buckenham, and remained embedded six hours. The use of five engines and the efforts of sixty men 

proved unavailing, and there was no alternative but to take the train back to Norwich. Many of the roads being 

impassable, the mail-cart drivers abandoned their journeys. Terrible shipping disasters occurred off Yarmouth; 

thirteen vessels were wrecked, and nearly fifty lives lost. The surf lifeboat was capsized a few yards from the 

shore, and of the crew of ten who were entangled in the tackle beneath the craft six were drowned. From the 

14th to the 21st never once did the thermometer rise above freezing-point. On the 26th the temperature rose 

to 38 degrees, and rain fell on the 27th."> 

<On 18 January 1881, a low pressure system rapidly developed in the English Channel. The snowfalls began 

on the 17th and as the system deepened a gale-force easterly wind produced heavy blizzards and drifting 

snow. The effect of the blizzard was to paralyse all transport, communication, trade and industries. Hundreds 

of miles of rail track were blocked by drifting snow, tens of feet high in places. Even in central London, there 

were 3 feet drifts in places. Around 100 people are believed to have died as a result of the blizzard.> 

Feb 15th - J.H. Gotts again at work for T. Sands. 

Apr 8th - "Extract from Register taken on Friday morning the 8th April" 

Fox A. Absent 4 times Employed by Chapman 

Pegg Wm. 5 Work at home 

Farrow G. 10 at Rounce 

Wall R. 7  

Williamson E. 3 Work T. Sands 

Sharpen H. 4 Work at home 

Massingham S. 5  

Starling S. Ann 3  

Cory Florence 4  

Wall Eliz. 3  

Starling G. 2 At work 

Cooper J. (Bessingham) 4  

Stibbons Chas. 3 Work 

Gotts A.M. 5  

Bumfrey Alf 3  

Gotts Florence (2802) 4  

Wall Mary 3  

Annison Benj. 3  

Burrell Henry 3  

Farrow Hedly 4  

Bishop James 4  

Wright Flora 10  

<Loose certificate in book:> 



June 3rd - Gave notice of one day holiday next week for Bank Holiday, as that is the day on which many 

children go to the seaside for the benefit of their health &c. Received a personal visit from Mrs. Hurn 

yesterday, to state several grievances which she was subject to under the Education Act. The principal one 

being "school fees" which she is unable to pay on account of bad times and family expenses. After a deal of 

persuading on my part she came to the opposite conclusion, that she wouldn't pay, because Mrs. Gotts was 

as well able to pay as she was. 

July 1st - Benjamin Annison at work illegally for Mr. C. Page, a member of the School Board. Fred. Walker 

also at work for Mr. Ransome. Florence Cory has made a bad attendance for several weeks as, also, have 

several others. They have received School Board notices but they do not attend any better. Several families 

are very much behind with their school fees, notably Cooper, Hurn, Gotts, Stibbons & Lawrence. The arrears 

at the present time being over 2£. 

Dec 21st - The attendance is very fair. Gotts cleared up school fees all but 8d today. 

1882 

July 7th - Attendance smaller this afternoon than usual. Monitress absent this week (with leave). Copy of 

Absentee list sent to attendance officer for this week. 

 Times open No. of Attendances made 

Farrow Frank 8 5 

Reeder Fred " 5 

Stibbons Chas. " 2 

  "             Eliza " 4 

  "             Thirza " 5 

Cory Florence " 4 

Gotts Minnie " 5 

Cooper Jas. (G) " 4 

    "         Susanna " 4 

Greenacre Wm. " 4 

Lacey Wm. " 4 

Platten Eliza " 5 

Hurn Selina " 5 

Cooper Charlotte " 0 

Warner Agnes " 0 

 

July 27th - Many children have been away for some time employed in turnip picking, notwithstanding repeated 

notices in some cases, they do not return to school. These children are from the ages of 8 to 12, it is therefore 

impossible for them to keep up with the other children in their respective classes 

Oct 18th - The number of children who have migrated this Michaelmas is about 12 or 13.  

<October 10th was 'Old Michaelmas Day' when new labourers and servants were hired, land was exchanged 

and debts were paid. Hiring Fairs were held on this date.> 

1883 

Jan 29th - Robert Wright, John Thornton & Alice Cooper returned to school after a long absence. Gotts and 

Stibbons still in arrears with school fees. 

An incident happened today shewing the difficulties with Home Lessons. The attendance of the Stamps has 

been very bad and they are therefore behind the other children. One of them was supplied with a spelling 

book at the expense of the teacher of the class; on taking this book home the mother deliberately burnt it. The 

child under these difficulties can not get on as other children. 



Mar 19th - On examining the registers this morning, I find there are 69 children marked present and 57 

marked absent. Many children who live close to the school are away, while we have several here who have 

come from a distance of 1½ miles to 2½ miles. 

Aug 14th - Many children away this week carrying dinners, several wanting to leave school earlier for the 

same purpose. Joseph Burrell away from school with ringworm. Received a message from his mother that the 

other children in the family were not coming, as diphtheria was so bad about the parish. 

Oct 1st - Very fair school this morning; admitted one child; reminded several children about arrears of fees: 

the following are the principal defaulters. G. Gotts 4s/8d, E. Platten 4s/6d, E. Stibbons 3s/6d. Sent a note to 

Mrs. Cooper respecting 8d owed by her grandchild Walter who left school some months ago. 

Oct 26th - Copy of List laid before School Board this morning.  

School Fees Gotts George (1648?) 3s/4d Stibbons Eliza 3/2 Platten Eliza 5/5 

Nov 5th - Great many children away from school picking up acorns. No. present 80 and 82. 

1885  

Mar 30th - Ernest Pike away again today leading horses for his father. Robert Gotts, 8 years old, picking 

stones. These children are both backward, and after the bad attendance at school during the winter, are not 

likely to improve by the above occupation. The teacher cannot be held responsible for the result of the 

examination of these cases. There does not seem to be any remedy for this sort of thing, as parents in many 

cases keep them away from school with impunity; as a member of the board (see 24th Mar) himself employed 

a small boy to work for him, in spite of the regulations of the Education Act. <IG: Maybe ‘backward’ means 

well-behind in the education> 

Aug 4th - Find great difficulty in teaching tables to several children in Stand. II. The mother of Robt. Gotts 

states that as he suffers very much with his head he should not be subject to any pressure with his work. 

Mar 16th - Robert Gotts at school again today after some weeks illness. This morning there are 25 absent 

children on the register, this afternoon 

Mar 25th - Thirza Stibbons away from school, owing to delicate state of health. Message received from her 

mother to that effect. Robert Gotts admitted one week, now away again for same reason as Stibbons. 

Aug 3rd - According to instructions received as to school fees, mentioned above, I sent home Walter Gotts, he 

having brought neither fees or message excusing himself. The notice sent by the Schl. B. seems, in his case, 

to have been ignored. 

Aug 4th - Walter Gotts, who was sent home yesterday for his school fee, returned again this morning. He says 

his father is out of work owing to illness and cannot pay the fee. Under the circumstances I allowed him to 

remain, for the Sch. Board to decide the case. 

Aug 16th - School visited by Attendance Officer. He took note of two cases, viz. Walter Gotts & Thirza 

Stibbons. 

Dec 7th - Sent Reeder's children home this morning, as the doctor stated that they were not to attend school 

yet. Sent Warner's children home for school fees. The following is the list of exceptions for the year:- Maria 

Leeder and Rosa Farrow for serious impediment in speech. Robert Gotts & Florence White on account of 

delicate health. 

18871887 

The Wrights' family (3), C. Platten, Rt: Gotts, Harriet Thaxter, Charlotte Cooper, Robt. Cooper, Martin Pegg, 

James Reynolds, Thirza Stibbons, Eleanor Chapman & Lily Larwood are all away this week through sickness. 



Feb 24th - Meeting of School Board today. List of Absentees made out and presented before the Board, as 

follows:-  

Free children  Times open No. made  No. absent  

Hurn Albert  60  49  11  
   "     Selina  "  46  14  
Hook Ernest  "  38  22  
   "      Robert  "  35  25  
   "      Ellen  "  24  36  
Steward Benj.  "  51  9  
   "     Thomas  "  39  21  
Gotts Walter (1) (1649) "  50  10  

Gotts Rachel (2804) "  44  16  
   "     Robert (2805) "  51  9  
   "     Walter (2) (2807) "  60  -  
Warner Agnes  "  49  11  
   "     Arthur  "  56  4  
   "     Walter  "  26  34  
Lawrence Saml.  "  51  9  
Cooper Alice  "  56  4  
Platten Clara  "  34  26  
   "     Rosanna  "  57  3  
   "     Susanna  "  51  9  
 
Attendances of other 
children (not free)  

Times open No. made  No. absent  

Craske Herbert  60  47  13  
Cooper Charlotte  "  39  21  
   "     Robert  "  34  26  
Corbyn Harriet  "  46  14  
Reynolds James  "  42  18  
Wright Rosa  "  40  20  
White Florence  "  35  25  
Farrow Rosa  "  32  28  
Rouse Rosa  "  40  20  
Stamp Charlotte  "  35  25  
   "     Ellen  "  24  36  
Dyball Chas.  "  28  32  
 

Apr 7th - The whole of the children (with the exception of Albert Hurn, Walter Gotts, Selina Hurn and Rosa 

Rouse) have attended very well this week. Closed school today for the usual Easter Holiday, viz. one week. 

May 17th - This is the sixth week of absence of Walter Gotts. The attention of the Attendance Officer has 

been called to it. The boy has to be examined in the III Standard. 

May 20th - Rachel Gotts is unable to attend school owing to sickness. Robert Hook has been away for a 

fortnight for the same reason. The attendance this morning was rather lower owing to the bad weather. 

May 23rd - Ernest Starling away owing to sickness. Received a certificate from the doctor to the effect that 

Rachel & Robert Gotts are unfit to attend school; the former is suffering from inflammation of the lungs and 

the latter from an abscess. Walter Gotts (1647)  has been away from school for 6 weeks. The attendance 

officer has been to the house today, the father is alone in the house, ill in bed, and the boy is not to be found. 

The father has been ill in bed for weeks with only this boy to wait on him. [[This will be (Samuel 276, Johanna 

having died in 1884]] 

May 31st - Meeting of School Board today. The following extract from the Minutes of the Board meeting held 

on May 31st 1887 was ordered to be inserted in the Log Book. 



"The case of Walter Gotts again came before the Board in consequence of his having attended 1½ days 

during the last 6 weeks, thereby necessitating his name being placed on the schedule of children to be 

examined. The fact of the serious illness of his father, he being a widower with no daughter, and his having 

been attended by this said boy Walter, the Board feel reluctant to prosecute the father for the non-attendance 

of his child, and venture to ask Her Majesty's Inspector to allow the case to be made, under the very trying 

circumstances, an exception."  

[[Samuel dies in October 1887, so Walter aged 10 must have been looked after by someone else.]] 

1888 

Jan 30th - Was obliged to send Charles Warner (aged 3 years) home this morning owing to being in an unfit 

state to attend school. He has on several occasions owing to diarrhoea and other causes made the room, 

books, slates &c. in a filthy condition and unfit for teacher or other children to be there. This entry is made 

owing to the difficulties in the case. The mother, a widow, is obliged to go out to work and this child requires a 

great deal of attention, so much so that the child must either come to school or the mother must stay at home 

to take care of it. 

Apr 17th - Meeting of School Board today;- The following list of absentees was placed before the members: 

Rice Walter, present 20 out of 46.  

Gotts Rachel    ------ 31 ----------  

Gotts Robt.    -------- 35 ----------  

White Florence  ----- 31 -----------  

Stibbons Thirza  ---- 25 ----------- 

Apr 27th - School visited and registers examined by Revd. A.D. Spurgin. Rachel Gotts away in an unfit state 

to attend school. 

May 2nd - E. Pike again away leading horses. Rachel Gotts still away from school, not able to attend through 

sickness. Agnes Warner (whose fees are paid by Guardians) away, stone picking for Mr. J. Page. 

May 9th - Do. for Rachel Gotts (2
nd

 May). Registers Examined by Revd. A.D. Spurgin. 

May 31st - The attendance has kept more regular this week, it being the highest average for some time. The 

attendance officer called on Walter Gotts who has been absent 3 times this week. Ann Grout, standard I, has 

been away for some time, suffering from bad eyes. 

Nov 8th - Several cases of measles & whooping cough among the children. 

Nov 13th - The School was ordered to be closed by the Medical Officer owing to the prevalence of measles 

and whooping cough among the children. 

 

1890 

Jan 6th - Reopened school again with a very small attendance. There are still several cases of sickness in the 

district. 

Jan 24th - The numbers have gradually dwindled down during the week. The few children remaining today are 

mostly unfit to attend school. The attendance Officer called today and took a list of 33 children reported as 

having Bronchitis, Whooping Cough and influenza. 



Jan 27th - The school is again closed for Influenza and whooping cough. Every family in the parish, with one 

or two exceptions, is affected by it. The school Board have closed the school by order of the Medical Officer. 

Mar 17th - After being closed for 7 weeks the school was again opened with about 60 children. Mrs. Cox is 

unable to resume work, being still ill from a second attack of Influenza. W. Palmer the P.T. is also unable to 

begin work from the same cause. The doctor's certificate was received today to that effect. 

May 23rd - Walter Gotts now in Standard III has been away 5 times this week, working for Mr. W. Pyke. 

Dec 3rd - Arthur Stibbons sent home today on account of sickness at his house. Alice Balls, who has been 

away for weeks, has not yet attended. Ellen Colman came again this week after a long absence. Owing to 

irregular attendance &c. of Walter Gotts, the Board have stopped paying his school fees. The attendance 

officer visited the school on Monday. The case of the boy Dyball, over 6 years old, was reported again to the 

Aylmerton S.B. Officer. Ethel Reeder and Lily Larwood, two delicate children, are away from school owing to 

the weather. 

1891 

<Sep 1st - The Elementary Education Act of 1891 came into force, abolishing school fees for children "over 

three and under fifteen years of age."> 

Oct 5th - Admitted 14 children from the W. Beckham Workhouse this morning. I find them in a very backward 

state.35 The writing is very poor, the reading monotonous, no expression in it whatever & all the children have 

a habit of counting their fingers. <Perhaps reflecting on the competency of the Workhouse's (full-time) 

Schoolmaster, George Yallop. There were 24 Pauper 'scholars' recorded there in the 1891 Census.> 

1892 

<Norfolk Annals. "Influenza raged with great severity in city and county, and many prominent people were 

attacked by the complaint. It is producing many deaths among the aged; the mortality in Norwich last week 

was 40.1 per thousand."> 

Jan 25th - Several cases of illness in the district 

Feb 3rd - School closed by order of Medical Officer. 

Oct 21st - The weather interferes with the attendance this week. Orta Burton still attends very badly. 

<Norfolk Annals. "A heavy fall of snow occurred in Norfolk, and was followed by severe frost. The weather for 

some time previously had been unprecedently wet, and the heavy rainfall had swollen the rivers and flooded 

the marshes and low-lying lands. During the first half of the month more than 4.5 inches of rain were 

registered. It was the wettest October that had been experienced for years past."> 

1893 

Nov 10th - The school has gradually gone down during the week from 85 to 64, owing to the prevalence of 

"mumps" and sore throats among the children. 

Nov 17th - There are this week over 40 cases of illness among the children. Those in attendance are regular. 

Nov 24th - Very little progress is being made with the school work as many children are absent still with 

"mumps" & sore throat. 

Dec 1st - Every child, with a few exceptions, has been more or less affected with the prevailing sickness, 

which has completely stopped all progress during the last month. 

1894 



<Norfolk Annals. "Severe frost set in, and continued until the 9th. The snowfall was very heavy, serious 

inconvenience was caused to railway and other traffic, and many casualties were reported upon the coast as 

the result of a north-east gale."> 

Jan 12th - Owing to the bad weather, the school is rather low in attendance, mostly in the lower part of the 

school. 

Mar 9th - Another death from diphtheria took place this morning, this being the fourth child who has been 

removed from the school registers in a month. The school is ordered to be closed (by the Medical Officer) 

owing to the prevalence of diphtheria in a very bad form, there being many cases in the district. Certificate for 

closing has been forwarded to the Ed. Dept. 

<Three children of Alfred & Maria Gotts. Gresham All Saints burial register:> 

 

Oct 1st - The school is now suffering from another epidemic, scarlet fever. All the Workhouse children are 

absent, three of them having taken the complaint. Since the examination in June, no work has been done 

towards the organization of the classes, the attendance of the children being very much interrupted by the 

diphtheria, it being impossible to get the classes together. 

[[15th October 1894. Extract from Report of Medical Officer of Health in reference to Gresham School.  
"I would advise the board be requested to disinfect the school room with sulphur, to wash the desks, floors and woodwork 
& maps with carbolic soap, to cleanse the privy vaults and limewash them out & also the privies, to put some air bricks in 
the privies to allow a current of fresh air to pass through them, to cause the lavatory to empty on a Doulton gully & the 
scullery sink to empty on a gully, also to put in a Doulton gully in the yard, near the pump in place of a cesspool, to take up 
the drain and see that it is clear & that none of the joints are defective or leaky, to ventilate the dust bin from the master's 
house."  
"It would be very desirable to remove the privies further from the school, if it could be managed, or else convert them into 

earth closets. The schoolmaster shewed me an analysis of school water by Dr. Taylor in /88, which shewed the water to 

be much polluted & unfit for use. I should advise a sample of the water to be taken to Mr. Sutton for analysis &, if he 

confirms the original analysis, to close the well or deepen it, as at present it is only surface water & therefore very liable to 

pollution. If practicable the village pit should be cleaned out, as complaints are made of the smell from it when the wind 

lies in a certain direction."]] 

1895 No Gotts reference 

1896 



[[Report by Sanitary inspector on the well and sanitary arrangements. This follows water samples being 

analysed showing faecal matter. 

"The stagnant pond receives the drainage of some bullock sheds and I saw signs of sewage where the drain 

enters the pond. There is also a ditch (which was dry last Wednesday) into which several cottages drain. I 

heard that this ditch was not always dry and that offensive matter passed through it into the pond."]] 

1897 / 1898 No Gotts reference 

1899 

June 9th - Florence Pyke aged 6 last March came to school for the first on 31st May last. She has lived in the 

village since she was born. Her mother does not get up early enough to send her to school, the Board recently 

prosecuted the father who was fined. This has no effect on the mother who will not get up in the morning, 

although the neighbours' children call for the child. The father wishes the child to come to school, but the 

mother is determined she will not exert herself to send it. 

1900 No Gotts reference 

Appendix 5 - The Pupils 
Note that: 

1. Entries in this list may include different children who have the same name, e.g. James Cooper. 

2. There are instances in the log book where only the surname has been used for an individual or a family. In 

most cases it is impossible to identify the pupil(s) concerned, e.g. "Several families are very much behind with 

their school fees, notably Cooper, Hurn, Gotts, Stibbons & Lawrence." The document search facility should 

be used to find entries of this kind in the log book. 

3. As some families moved at Michaelmas each year, the village of residence may have changed during a 

child's time at the school. 

4. Some years of birth have been calculated from ages stated in Census returns and could be one year out. 

5. Where children had more than one given name, it was common then (as now) for them to use whichever 

one took their fancy!  

Name Year(s) mentioned  

Notes 

Gotts, Anna/Anne 

Maria  

1874 1875 1880 1881  Bessingham then Lower Gresham. Born 1869 at Gresham (says 

Poringland 1871), daughter of Alfred (Ag Lab) and Maria.  

Gotts, Clara 

Selina  

1894  Gresham. Born 1879 at Gresham, daughter of Alfred (Ag Lab) 

and Maria. Died March 1894 at Gresham.  

Gotts, Florence L.  1881  Gresham. Born 1874 at Gresham, daughter of Alfred (Ag Lab) 

and Maria. General Domestic Servant 1891.  

Gotts, George  1883  Gresham. Born 1873 at Gresham, son of Samuel (woodman) 

and Joanna.  

Gotts, James 

Albert  

1874 1875 1877  Gresham. Born 1866 at Gresham (says Beckham 1871 and 

1901), son of Alfred (Ag Lab) and Maria. 1901 - Shepherd, with 

wife Julia in Bessingham.  



Gotts, Joanna  1877  Gresham. Born 1871 at Gresham, daughter of Samuel (Ag Lab) 

and Joanna.  

Gotts, John 

Henry  

1874 1875 1879 1880 

1881  

Gresham. Born 1868 at Gresham (says Metton 1871), son of 

Alfred (Ag Lab) and Maria.  

Gotts, John W.  1875  Gresham. Born 1868 at Gresham, son of Samuel (woodman) 

and Joanna.  

Gotts, Minnie E.  1875 1882  Gresham. Born 1872 at Gresham, daughter of Alfred (Ag Lab) 

and Maria.  

Gotts, Nathaniel  1875  Gresham. Born 1864 at Aylmerton, son of Samuel (woodman) 

and Joanna.  

Gotts, Rachel S.  1887 1888  Gresham. Born 1877 at Gresham, daughter of Alfred (Ag Lab) 

and Maria.  

Gotts, Robert 

Alfred*  

1885 1886 1887 1888 

1894  

Gresham. Born 1878 at Gresham, son of Alfred (Ag Lab) and 

Maria. Died March 1894.  

Gotts, Walter  1886 1887 1889 1890  Gresham. Born 1877 at Gresham, son of Samuel (woodman) 

and Joanna.  

Gotts, Walter 

William  

1894  Gresham. Born 1881 at Gresham, son of Alfred (Ag Lab) and 

Maria. Died March 1894 at Gresham.  

Children named: 

#009 Children of Alfred 277 & Maria Howlett 

Anna Maria (2800), Lower Gresham  

James Albert (2798) 

John Henry (2799) 

Minnie E (2801) 

Florence (2802) 

Rachel (2804) 

Robert (2805) d 1894 

Walter 2 (2807) d 1894 

Clara Selina (2808) d 1894 

 

#009 Children of Samuel & Johanna Pilch 

George Gotts 1648? 

Joanna Gotts (2792) d 1878 

John W (1647) 

Nathaniel (1646),  Gresham 

Walter 2 (1649) 


